SCRIPTURE AND SPIRITUALITY

HOW TO READ THE SCRIPTURES,

HOW TO LET THE SCRIPTURES READ US

OUTLINE

1. Why do we turn to the Scriptures?


-The Judaeo-Christian tradition reflects the fact that we are a people of the Scriptures.  We go to them naturally.


-The Scripture is the story of human experience.  It’s about family, loss, love, finding, suffering, questioning, etc..  We go to it co-naturally.  It’s about us.


- The Scripture is the community’s graced memory of life, of encounter with the Holy.


-The Scriptures, especially the Gospels, stress the pivotal importance of illness and healing in our story and in the story of God’s activity with the people.

2.  How to approach the Scriptures


- As listeners.  Let the Word speak to us.  That’s why we proclaim it.


- As learners.  Let the Word teach us.  That’s why we read it over and over again.


- As individuals.  It tells my story.


- As community.  It tells our story.


- As one expecting goodness.  God Word is gift and treasure before it is judgment and terror.


- As one welcoming more questions and challenges.  Ultimately, we deal with mystery.

3.  How not  to approach the Scriptures


- Looking for answers.

- Looking for proof.


-With arrogance.


-With closed minds.


-With closed hearts.


4. Let’s try it:


Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.  Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.”  When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,” Moses, Moses!”  and he said, “Here I am.”  Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  He said further, I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.


“The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them.  So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  He said, “I will be with you; …”  (Exodus 3:1-6,9-11)


When Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever, he touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she got up and began to serve him.  That evening they brought to him many who were possessed with demons; and he cast out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were sick.  This was to fulfill has had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah, “He took our infirmities and bore our diseases.”  (Matthew 8:14-17)

Some questions to begin the reflection:
What strikes you in this passage?
What puzzles you?

How does it relate to your personal experience?

How does it relate to the experience of the group/organization?

What does this text call you to?

What does it say about your work in the healing ministry?

5. Some Basic Resources
The Jerome Biblical Commentary

The International Bible Commentary

The Interpreter’s Bible

A Basic Concordance

Internet Resource: Bible Gateway

www:biblegateway.com
