STORYTELLING AS A RESOURCE
1.  The value of using “storytelling” in ministry

      Stories are:

· Preservers of memory

· Universal

· Value-based

· Paths to our roots

· “Wisdom catchers”

· Revelatory

· Creators of paradigm shifts

· Community builders

· Healing

Opportunities for group sharing

2.   Qualities important for using stories in ministry
Reflection:  “Just Listen” by Rachel Naomi Remen

· Presence
· Unconditional positive regard

· Empathy

· Interest 

· Reverence

· “Staying out of the way”

· Belief in the resources of others
Opportunity for group sharing
3.  Ways to use “storytelling” in our ministry


Spirituality in the Workplace Committee

· Beginnings

· Meetings – goals

· Education packets

· E-Mail network

· Lunch and learns

· Prayer requests
Meetings as a place for storytelling (“Many Faces of Healing”)
Physician education

Book Discussion Group

Opportunity for sharing of best practices

4.  Resources I use a lot:

· Rachel Naomi Remen, MD:  Kitchen Table Wisdom;  My Grandfather’s Blessings
· John Shea:  Stories of God;  Stories of Faith;  An Experience of the Spirit: Spirituality and Storytelling
· Meril Crabtree:  Sacred Feathers;  Sacred Stones;  Sacred Fire
· Maggie Callanan and Patricia Kelley:  Final Gifts
· Sue Bender:  Everyday Sacred: A Woman’s Journey Home
· The Chicken Soup Books
· Joyce Rupp’s Books
· Joan Chittister’s Books
· James Miller and Susan Cutshall:  The Art of Being a Healing Presence
· Tom Hart:  The Art of Christian Listening  
