Prayer in Memory of
Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr.

Monday, January 15, 2007
Holy Family Chapel

Mercy Hospital

GATHERING SONG  
OPENING PRAYER

Leader:   We pause at this time to honor the spirit and to accept ourselves as fragile humans, equally full of nobility and strength.
We gather weary of life’s trials yet cheered by infinite possibilities of love’s grace.

We meet with smiles and glad voices for old friends and new – every stranger a gift of potential friendship.

We rejoice in the keen intellect and the warm heart.

We remember those whose opportunities and needs our society thwarts, and

We give thanks for the blessings that are ours.

We praise all who extend a hand in service and whose vision of justice commands action.

We pause;     We gather;     We meet; 
We rejoice;    We remember;    We give thanks;
We praise;    We proclaim our community.
(by Bruce Southworth)
READING  1 
LITANY  
Leader: Some people say that Jesus is the light of the world. We all can be the light of the world if we seek to act in ways that enlarge the realms of love and justice. 

All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we share another’s pain or offer a comforting ear to a friend in need,
All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we give bread to the hungry and support ways to house the homeless,

All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we fight temptations to wrongdoing within ourselves and treat our neighbors with respect,
All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we try to overcome differences with understanding and solve conflict with peaceful means,
All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we look for the good in other people and in ourselves,
All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we do not stay quiet in the face of prejudice, but speak our minds firmly and gently,

All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we fight despair within ourselves and side with hope,

All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  When we use our powers justly and in the service of love for humanity,

All:  We are the light of the world.

Leader:  We are the light of the world. Amen and amen.     (by Becky Edmiston)

SCRIPTURE READING
REFLECTION  

PRAYERS OF PETITION
Response:  “Lord, have mercy on us.”
· For church, government and civic leaders that they may be steadfast in offering peaceful and nonviolent solutions to injustices that affect those they serve, we pray.

· For the peacemakers in our midst, and in memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., that we may be open to the witness of their lives as instruments of God’s peace and reconciliation, we pray.

· For Families that they may be models of peace, nonviolence and hope, we pray.

· For those who proclaim peace through their actions and words even when faced with the possibility of persecution and death, we pray.

· For those who are new to our shores that we may welcome them with open arms and loving hearts, we pray.

· For the sanctity of all life and the well-being of the sick, elderly, and unborn, we pray.

· For understanding eyes and open hearts that we may stand in solidarity with those who are poor, hungry, abandoned, and without hope, we pray.

· For all God’s people that we may inspire and encourage one another to be faithful followers of Christ, we pray.

OUR FATHER 

SIGN OF PEACE

CLOSING PRAYER
Leader:  This community here is dedicated to the proposition that beneath all our diversity, behind all our differences, there is a unity that makes us one and binds us together.
May each of us have the courage to respond to the challenges in our lives, to persist in times of difficulty and to affirm our personal dignity in the face of oppression.

All:  May we step forth from here in love—

love that empowers us;

love that spills forth from us,

love that recognizes our neighbor in the nameless stranger on the street.

(By David Bumbaugh, Jr., William Gardiner, and Amaretta Callaway)

CLOSING SONG  
MERCY PEOPLE WHO SHARED

 THEIR GIFTS

READERS:  James Walton

                     Sr. Mary Rosanne Washy

LEADERS:  Arsene Franklin 
Fr. Joe Monahan




Sr. Michelle Prah



Mary Jo Thompson


REFLECTION:  Edna Stribling

SOLOIST:  Patricia Powell

“The question is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists will we be.  Will we be extremists for hate or for love?  Will we be extremists for the preservation of injustice or for the extension of justice?”

 (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
