CELEBRATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
January 15, 2007
Call To Prayer:

We gather this day to remember Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who gave his life for the Christian values of nonviolence, peace, and acceptance of all races.  God asks each of us to do the same in our personal and communal lives. Throughout our world today, people of various cultures and creeds also espouse these values.  Let us pray together that there may be peace in all hearts, in all cultures, in all religions, and in all places throughout our world today but especially in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Middle East. 

I. Prayer of St. Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Response (All): Our world is a neighborhood…we are tied together in the single garment of destiny, caught in an inescapable network of mutuality. And whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly.
II. Jewish Prayer for Peace 
Come, let us go to the mountain of the Lord, that we may walk the paths of the Most High.  And we shall beat our swords into plowshares, and our spears into pruning hooks.  Nation shall not lift up sword against nation - neither shall they learn war any more.  And none shall be afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of Hosts has spoken.

Response (All): Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable. Every step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering and struggle, the tireless exertions and passionate concern of dedicated individuals. 
III. Muslim Prayer for Peace

In the name of Allah the beneficent, the merciful, praise be to the Lord of the Universe who has created us and made us into tribes and nations they we may know each other, not that we may despise each other.  If the enemy inclines towards peace, do thou also incline towards peace, and trust God; for the Lord is the one that heareth and knoweth all things.  And the servants of God, most gracious are those who walk on the earth in humility, and when we address they, we say 'PEACE'.


Response (All): The forces that threaten to negate life must be challenged by courage…this requires the exercise of a creative will that enables us to hew out a stone of hope from a mountain of despair.
IV. Sikh Prayer for Peace

God adjudges us according to our deeds, not by the coat that we wear.  Know that truth is above everything, but higher still is truthful living.  Know that we attaineth God when we loveth, and only victory endures in consequences of which no one is defeated.

Response (All): The dream of a land where everyone will respect the dignity and worth of human personality – this is the dream.  
Closing Reflection –
I say to you today, my friends, even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal. I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.





                             Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(All): 
Thanks be to God when people care, thanks be for friends and loved ones;

Thanks be to God forever and ever. Amen.
