What is sponsorship?

The concept of healthcare sponsorship is related to the stewardship of a precious gift: the mission of continuing the healing ministry of Jesus Christ.  Those who sponsor stand in privileged relationship to the ministry itself and to the official Church.
Historically, the most common form of sponsorship was the faithful and comprehensive oversight provided by members of religious communities, who often were the founders of the specific work or ministry.  Today that expression of sponsorship continues, but there are also new ways of sponsoring that involve partnerships with the laity.  Some healthcare works are now entrusted to groups made up of religious and lay persons, who like their predecessors, take seriously their role of safeguarding the mission, nurturing its growth, and being accountable to the Church for its fidelity to Catholic teachings.
A more formal definition of sponsorship can be found under “definitions”.

Additional information about new forms of sponsoring can be found in FAQs under “public juridic person”.

