What is a Public Juridic Person?
To answer that question, we need to first name Catholic healthcare as a ministry of the Church.  The Catholic Church takes great care in overseeing the works done in its name.  We know from our experience that religious communities or dioceses have traditionally been the vehicles for carrying out this privileged work of sponsoring the ministry of healthcare.  There are other ways for this oversight to be accomplished, including the establishment of what is called “a public juridic person”.
A public juridic person can be established by Rome to oversee the mission of a healthcare institution and ensuring that it is carried out according to Catholic principles.  Although it sounds like just one person, it is really a group of persons entrusted with this ministry.  At Catholic Health East, in addition to our religious sponsors, we have a public juridic person named Hope Ministries. It consists of 7 individuals who are lay men and women as well as religious sisters.  Currently five healthcare institutions are overseen by Hope Ministries as well as Global Health Ministries.
