MOTHER M. FRANCES WARDE, RSM
Frances Warde was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1810. In 1826, at the age of 16, Frances met Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, in Dublin.

For the next 15 years, until Catherine’s death in 1841, Frances Warde and Catherine McAuley worked tirelessly spreading the flame of compassionate service to the poor.  
In 1843, after agreeing to serve with Bishop Michael O’Connor, the newly appointed first bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Mother Frances Warde and six companions left Carlow, Ireland, for the United States.  

The first Sisters of Mercy arrived in the United States from Ireland in 1843, a few days before Christmas. Their energy in ministering to the sick and economically poor attracted many new members. Within a few years, two academies, an orphanage, and Mercy Hospital, had been established. Children and adults were receiving religious instructions, and the sick, poor and destitute in the city were being visited by Sisters.
By 1854, Sisters had come from Ireland to settle in New York and San Francisco, California, and continued to spread throughout the country.
For the next 40 years, Mother Frances Warde was responsible for founding convents, hospitals, schools, orphanages, and social welfare ministries across the United States.
In 1966, on the occasion of the City of Pittsburgh’s Bicentennial, the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania recognized her extraordinary contribution, and named her one of the 10 most influential women in the history of the Pittsburgh region.
Today the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas co-sponsor Catholic Health East and sponsor several local ministries: Holy Cross Health Ministries, Fort Lauderdale, FL; Mercy Community, West Hartford, CT; Mercy Health System, Philadelphia, PA; Mercy Hospital, Buffalo, NY; Pittsburgh Mercy Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA; Mercy Medical Center, Portland, ME; Mercy Medical Community, Daphne, AL; Mercy Uihlein Hospital, Lake Placid, NY; St. James Mercy Hospital, Hornell, NY; St. Joseph’s Hospital, Atlanta, GA; St. Peter’s Health System, Albany, NY; and, St. Mary’s Hospital, Athens, GA.

