BLESSED CATHERINE McAULEY
Catherine McAuley is the foundress of The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas who founded Mercy Hospital of Pittsburgh, PA, the first Catholic Hospital in the United States.

Born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1778, Catherine McAuley, as a young child, was uprooted from a comfortable loving home when her parents died. Placed with relatives who scorned the Catholic religion Catherine remained inspired and curious about the faith her parents had practiced and she remembered her father’s generosity to those who were poor and destitute.
Catherine’s life took an unexpected turn when at age 50 she inherited a fortune. She used her newly acquired wealth to build the first House of Mercy for abandoned and abused women from Dublin’s slums. In 1827, the House of Mercy opened on Baggot Street in Dublin. Soon other women joined Catherine’s small community living and praying together and providing training for residents of the House of Mercy. Members of the community also visited the sick in their homes and hospitals.

While building the House of Mercy, Catherine established a women’s network to train and educate poor women to become self-supporting. Catherine and her friends also visited hospitals at a time when healthcare was in such a state of disrepute that only the most desperate entered hospital doors. Local Roman Catholic bishops impressed by Catherine’s work encouraged her to establish a religious order to ensure that the Mercy mission would continue after her death. Catherine McAuley died in 1841.
The problems of 19th century Ireland were no different from those facing the world today. There were needs for adequate housing, healthcare and education, women especially needed support and encouragement to make a better life for themselves and their families.

Today the Sisters of Mercy co-sponsor Catholic Health East and sponsor several local ministries: Holy Cross Health  Ministries, Fort Lauderdale, FL; Mercy Community, West Hartford, CT; Mercy Health System, Philadelphia, PA; Mercy Hospital, Buffalo, NY; Mercy Medical Center, Portland, ME; Mercy Medical Community, Daphne, AL; Pittsburgh Mercy Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA; Mercy Uihlein Hospital, Lake Placid, NY; St. James Mercy Hospital, Hornell, NY; St. Joseph’s Hospital, Atlanta, GA; St. Peters Healthcare System, Albany, NY; and, St. Mary’s Hospital, Athens, GA.


 “It is for God we serve the poor and not for thanks.”








- Catherine McAuley
