THERESA MAXIS DUCHEMIN, IHM
In 1810, in Baltimore, MD, Theresa Maxis was born of unwed parents of mixed racial lineage into a society that held both conditions in contempt. Nevertheless, Theresa received a rearing and education far superior to most women of her time, due to the kindness of her adoptive family, the Duchemins. Through them, she was immersed in the French language, culture and heritage. These resources were pivotal in the development of her life and provided her with the key to open doors otherwise closed to her.

She was the first United States’ born African-American woman to become a Sister. She served as superior general and assistant to the superior general of the Oblates of Providence. During this time, she met Father Louis Florent Gillet, a Redemptorist (CSSR), who was seeking to establish a congregation in Monroe, MI to teach the French immigrants, especially Catholic French-Canadian girls.
In 1845, Theresa left the Oblates and set out for Monroe, MI, where, with Father Gillet, she founded the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, a community based on the spirit of Saint Alphonsus Liguori.
Their vision for the new community was an educational apostolate conducted by religious women who would give witness to prayerfulness, humility, simplicity, forgetfulness of self, and a deep love and respect for each individual.

In 1858, desiring to expand the mission of the young congregation, Theresa accepted the invitation of Bishop John Neumann, CSSR, to serve in what was then the Diocese of Philadelphia, PA. The Sisters agreed to staff St. Joseph School in Susquehanna, PA.

In 1859, a second mission was opened in Reading, PA. In a short time many applicants sought to join the Sisters and a motherhouse was established in what is now St. Peter’s Parish in Reading, PA. 

The third and final division of the congregation came in 1871, when Bishop William O’Hara of the newly formed Diocese of Scranton asked a number of Sisters already teaching within the diocese to form a new motherhouse located in Scranton, PA.

The missions in Pennsylvania flourished and became two great foundations, Philadelphia and Scranton. 

Mother Theresa Maxis Duchemin died in 1892.
The Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Scranton, PA, co-sponsor Catholic Health East and sponsor Maxis Health System, Carbondale, PA.
