SISTER MARIE SIDONIE RASCLE, SSJ
Sister Marie Sidonie Rascle, SSJ and seven other Sisters left Le Puy, France in 1866, in response to a request from Bishop Augustine Verot for volunteers to come to Georgia and Florida. There was a need for teachers for the children of recently freed slaves who settled in northern Florida and Georgia. The Sisters opened their first school in St. Augustine, FL.

Though the early sisters experienced many financial hardships, they used their lace-making skills to help to support themselves. They sold French lace to Northern visitors and gave music and French lessons to several Northerners who resided in St. Augustine during the winter months.

In 1887, the Sisters taught the Apache Indians who were detained in the fort in St.Augustine. By 1900, the Sisters had opened schools, academies and/or orphanages in seven cities in Florida and two in Georgia.

During the first half of the twentieth century, paralleling the growth of Florida, the Congregation grew in membership and new ministries continued to be opened throughout the state. 

By 1966, the Sisters were ministering in primary and secondary schools, schools for children who were physically and mentally challenged, homes for unwed mothers and dependent children, homes for the aged and infirm, catechetical missions for the Spanish migrant population and hospitals for the sick.

In 1966 the Sisters accepted the sponsorship of Mercy Hospital in Miami, a hospital in which they had ministered since 1950. 

Dedicated to nourishing a spirit of hospitality and concern for the poor and to being a healing and reconciling presence to a world in need, the Sisters move forward ready and willing to listen anew to the call of the Spirit in the third millennium.

The Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine co-sponsor Catholic Health East and sponsor Mercy Hospital, Miami, FL.

