FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Francis was one of seven children of a prominent businessman, Pietro di Bernardone and his wife Pica Bourlemont. When he was young he began to avoid sports and feasts with former companions and they asked him laughingly if he was thinking of marrying. He replied, “Yes, a fairer bride than any of you have ever seen”, meaning his “lady poverty” as he later would say. He took to nursing lepers near Assisi. 

Francis claimed to have had a mystical experience at the Church of San Damiano in Assisi, Italy. He heard a sermon that changed his life. Francis was inspired to devote himself wholly to a life of poverty.

Francis lived a simple life and spent time wandering through Umbria, Italy, always cheerful and full of songs, earnestly exhorting people to embrace radical poverty. He founded the Order of Friars Minor in 1216. 
While praying in a mountain during a forty-day fast for Lent, Francis reported to have received the stigmata in 1224. He said he saw a seraph angel who gave him the gift of the five wounds of Christ. Suffering from the stigmata and an eye disease Francis died in 1226. In July 1228, Saint Francis of Assisi was canonized.
Co-sponsors of Catholic Health East who continue to minister in the tradition of St. Francis of Assisi are The Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, NY, and the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamburg, NY. 

The Franciscan Sister of Allegany sponsor Lourdes Health System, Camden, NJ; St. Anthony’s Hospital, St. Petersburg, FL; St. Joseph’s Hospital, Tampa, FL and Allegany Health Ministries, St. Petersburg, FL.

The Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamburg, NY sponsor St. Joseph’s Hospital, Cheektowaga, NY.

