SAINT ELIZABETH SETON
Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born in 1774 into a wealthy and influential Episcopalian family in New York City. Her mother Catherine Barclay died when Elizabeth was three. Her father, Doctor Richard Bayley, a physician, was named the first medical officer of the Port of New York in 1798. Elizabeth’s father remarried and he was busy with his work so Elizabeth and her two sisters spent time with their step-mother. They were sent to relatives often and had a lonesome and unhappy childhood. 

In 1793, Elizabeth married William Seton, son of a shipping magnate and together they had five children. William’s health was failing and his business was going under when the doctors encouraged a trip to Europe for William’s health. Elizabeth traveled with William who died off the coast of Italy and Elizabeth became a widow at the age of 29.
Shortly after William’s death, Elizabeth converted to Roman Catholicism and suffered discrimination and rejection by friends and family in New York. In order to support her children Elizabeth went to Baltimore, MD. With a few friends and two of William’s sisters, Elizabeth opened a school. The women prayed together and worked together. Soon Elizabeth was advised to establish a new community of Sisters. The Sisters of Charity of Saint Joseph were founded in 1809 in Emmitsburg, MD. In 1817, the Sisters went to New York and in 1847, they established an independent foundation, the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul of New York.

Elizabeth’s life spans the full spectrum of human experience as a New York socialite, married at 19, devoted wife, dedicated volunteer in charitable organizations and mother of five children. She became an educator and foundress and served the needs of those who were poor until her death.

Elizabeth began the first free Catholic School for girls staffed by Sisters in the United States. Elizabeth died in 1821 at the age of 47.

In 1975 Elizabeth was canonized. 
Co-sponsors of Catholic Health East who continue to minister in the tradition of Elizabeth Seton are The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill. They sponsor Jeannette Hospital, Jeannette, PA.
“We must pray literally without ceasing. I mean that prayer of the heart which is independent of time and place, which is rather a habit of lifting up the heart to God, as in a constant communication with him.”





- Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

 

