SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

Vincent was born in France in 1580 and was raised in a peasant farming family until he left home for seminary studies. He was ordained a priest in 1600. He traveled to foreign lands where he was captured by pirates, sold as a slave and eventually became a servant of the Queen of France and was responsible for distributing her alms to needy persons. In his late thirties, Vincent experienced a conversion of heart that changed his life. He renewed the priesthood working with parish priests, became a spiritual director, began giving missions and starting charities to assist those who were poor. Vincent ministered to convicts who lived in frightful misery in the galleys of great ships. His visits to the galley slaves attracted the attention of benefactors who supported his growing works of charity and Vincent acquired the financial resources to purchase a house and open a hospital, Hotel Dieu. 

With Louise de Marillac, Vincent countered ordinary practice by establishing the Daughters of Charity as an active community of religious women, as well as, The Ladies of Charity, lay volunteers, to continue the work of nursing the sick in hospitals and prisons. 
Vincent died in 1660 in France and was canonized in 1737. 

Two CHE sponsoring congregations live out the spirituality of Vincent de Paul: the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, Greeensburgh, PA, and the Sisters of Providence, Holyoke, MA. The Sisters of Charity evolved from the original Daughters of Charity. The Sisters of Providence continue Vincent de Paul’s practice of compassionate caring, his predilection for those who are poor, and his deep devotion and dependence on God’s Providence.

The Sisters of Providence sponsor the Sisters of Providence Health System, including Mercy Medical Center in Springfield, MA; Providence Behavioral Health Hospital and Mt. St. Vincent Nursing Home, both in Holyoke, MA; St. Joseph of the Pines, Southern Pines, N C; a Continuing Care Network with several nursing homes, elder care residences, home care and hospice programs; and Brightside for emotionally disturbed children.
The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill sponsor Mercy Jeannette Hospital, Jeannette, PA, and continue to minister to the elderly there.
The Feast of Saint Vincent de Paul is September 27.

“You will find that charity is a heavy burden to carry,

heavier than the bowl of soup and the full basked of bread.

You will keep your gentleness and your smile.

It is not enough to give soup and bread. This the rich can do.

YOU ARE THE SERVANT OF THE POOR.

They are your masters, terribly sensitive and exacting.

The more unjust and insulting, the more love you must give them.

It is only for your love alone,

that the poor will forgive you the bread you give them. “

- Vincent de Paul

