SAINT JOSEPH
Joseph “of the House of David” was the spouse of Mary the mother of Jesus of Nazareth. He was apparently a skilled carpenter who lived in Nazareth and taught Jesus working side by side with him in the carpenter shop. 
Joseph is esteemed as the guardian of the Holy Family. He protected Mary before the birth of Jesus. When he heard that Mary was pregnant before their marriage, instead of having townspeople throw rocks at Mary, Joseph took her away and protected her. He also paid attention to messages he received in dreams and followed them to bring Mary and Jesus to safety.
There is no record of the death of Joseph but he is honored as the patron saint of a happy death. Joseph having died in the “arms of Jesus and Mary” according to Catholic tradition is considered the model of a faithful believer who receives grace at the moment of death.
Catholic and other Christian stories about Joseph and the Holy Family frequently stress his patience, persistence and hard work as admirable qualities which believers may adopt.

The traditional feast of Saint Joseph is March 19. A popular feast of Saint Joseph today is May 1, the Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker.

Co-sponsors of Catholic Health East who have Saint Joseph as their patron saint are the Sisters of Saint Joseph of St. Augustine, FL, and the Franciscan Sisters of Saint Joseph of Hamburg, NY. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine, FL, sponsor Mercy Hospital in Miami, FL.

The Franciscan Sisters of Saint Joseph sponsor St. Joseph’s Hospital, Cheektowaga, NY. 
