CATHERINE HORAN, SP
Catherine Horan was born in the small Canadian town of Belleville, Ontario, Canada in 1850, on July 19, which at that time was the Feast of Saint Vincent de Paul. Catherine’s childhood was characterized by an untiring devotion to God, her mother and charitable works. Catherine was attracted to the Sisters of Providence in Kingston, Ontario, Canada, because of their commitment to the care of the poor, sick, elderly and orphaned and because her one sister, Elizabeth was already a member. 
Catherine entered the 14 member order in 1869, at the age of 19, as the only postulant. The first four Sisters from Catherine’s original community arrived in Holyoke, MA, in 1873. Catherine came two years later, as Sister Mary of Providence, to teach students at Holyoke’s St. Jerome’s School. Within a year, in addition to teaching, she was named principal.

Sister Mary of Providence spent time with her sisters begging door-to-door, caring for the ill in their homes, scrubbing floors, laundering clothing, doing whatever was needed whenever needed. By 1890 she was local superior for the entire mission of the Sisters of Providence.  
In 1892 at the request of the Bishop of Springfield, MA, the Sisters of Providence were incorporated as an independent community in the Springfield Diocese, legally separate from the Kingston order. Mother Mary of Providence was selected as the first Major Superior. She and her Sisters established works of charity including acute care hospitals, nursing schools and homes for children and the elderly. 
In 1923 Mother Mary of Providence was instrumental in establishing the New England Conference of the Catholic Hospital Association and served for seven years as its first President. Mother Mary of Providence died in 1943.

The Sisters of Providence co-sponsor Catholic Health East and sponsor Sisters of Providence Health System, including Mercy Medical Center in Springfield, MA; Providence Behavioral Health Hospital in Holyoke; a Continuing Care Network with several nursing homes, elder care residences, home care and hospice programs; and Brightside for emotionally disturbed children.

