BISHOP AUGUSTIN VEROT
Bishop Augustin Verot is the person responsible for bringing the first Sisters of St. Joseph to St. Augustine, FL, in 1866. 

In1857 Pope Pius IX established a new jurisdiction, called a Vicariate, in St. Augustine, FL, that was entitled to its own bishop serving as the Vicar. Father Augustin Verot of Baltimore, MD, was ordained bishop in 1858 and arrived in St. Augustine, FL, later that year. 
The new bishop found that the people of Florida were poor and that there were only three priests to help him care for the Catholics in his Vicariate which included the entire state of Florida east of the Apalachicola River. In 1859, he secured the services of five Sisters of Mercy from Providence, RI, for a girls’ academy and three Christian Brothers for a boys’ day school.

The Civil War began in 1861 and shortly thereafter Bishop Augustin Verot was named Diocesan Bishop of Savannah, GA. While there, he continued to be responsible for the Church in St. Augustine, FL.
After the Civil War, in 1866, realizing the need for teachers for the African-American children of recently freed slaves in Georgia and Florida, Bishop Verot requested volunteers from the Sisters of St. Joseph in Le Puy, France, his native city. In response, eight Sisters of St. Joseph, led by Sister Marie Sidonie Rascle, SSJ, left Le Puy, France and came to Florida in 1866.  
In 1870, when the Church in St. Augustine, FL, became a new diocese, Bishop Verot was appointed the first Diocesan Bishop. He died in 1876.
The Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine, FL, have continually served in that diocese in ministries of education and healthcare. 
Today, the Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine, FL, co-sponsor Catholic Health East and sponsor Mercy Hospital, Miami, FL.

