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THE CASE OF TERRI SCHIAVO
In 1990, twenty-seven-year-old Terri Schiavo collapsed at her home.  Her brain was deprived of oxygen for several minutes, leading to an eventual determination that she is in a persistent vegetative state. Terri has been kept alive by medically assisted nutrition and hydration ever since. For the first few years, Terri’s husband, Michael, and parents followed every suggestion in efforts to help Terri regain her health and mental status. After three years, Michael Schiavo accepted medical advice that Terri would never recover. Over the years her family has argued through the courts about the status of her medical condition, and about whether she should be kept alive. Her parents, Bob and Mary Schindler, claim that she is not in a persistent vegetative state, though she is clearly seriously handicapped. The parents want to be allowed by the courts to take care of Terri, including the possibility of attempting to feed her naturally (without medically assisted means). In contrast, her husband, Michael Schiavo, insists that Terri is in a persistent vegetative state and that she would not want to be kept alive by medically assisted nutrition and hydration. Terri’s husband has guardianship over Terri (now 40 years of age) until a court order declares otherwise. 

In 2000, Pinellas Circuit Court Judge George W. Greer of Clearwater, Florida issued an order to halt the medically assisted feeding. Terri’s parents appealed that decision unsuccessfully to the Appellate Court. In June 2003, the Appellate Court ordered Judge Greer to set a date to remove life-sustaining procedures from Terri. At the court hearing set for September 11, 2003 to establish a date for removing the stomach tube used for the medically assisted nutrition and hydration, George Greer delayed the final ruling by one week. On September 17, 2003 the Pinellas-Pasco Circuit Court Judge George Greer ordered October 15, 2003 as the date for the removal of life support from Terri Schiavo. The judge did not permit the parents to provide spoon-fed food arguing that would amount to a bid to litigate the case from the beginning. This timeline gives the parents’ attorney, Pat Anderson, time to refine another legal strategy with a federal judge.1
