Module 12 AC

Education about the 
Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services
Artificial Hydration and Nutrition: Ethical Issues
Background Readings:

· May, William E., PhD, "Tube Feeding and the 'Vegetative' State," (First of Two Parts) Ethics & Medics, December 1998, vol. 23, no.12, pp. 1-2.
· May, William E., PhD, "Tube Feeding and the 'Vegetative' State," (Second of Two Parts) Ethics & Medics, January 1999, vol. 24, no.1, pp. 3-4
· O’Rourke, Kevin D., OP, "On the Care of 'Vegetative' Patients," (First of Two Parts) Ethics & Medics, April 1999, vol. 24, no. 4, pp. 3-4. 

· O’Rourke, Kevin D., OP, "On the Care of 'Vegetative' Patients," (Second of Two Parts) Ethics & Medics, May 1999, vol. 24, no. 5, pp. 3-4. 

Review of studies of effectiveness of Artificial Hydration and Nutrition:

· Finucane, Thomas E., Christmas, Colleen, and Travis, Kathy, "Tube Feeding in Patients with Advanced Dementia," Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA), October 13, 1999, vol. 282, no. 14, pp. 1365-1370. 

· Gillick, Muriel R., MD, "Rethinking the Role of Tube Feeding in Patients with Advanced Dementia," The New England Journal of Medicine, January 20, 2000, vol. 342, no. 3, pp. 206-210. 

Church Teaching:
· John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, 1995. 

· Wildes, Kevin W., Ordinary and Extraordinary Means and the Quality of Life, Theological Studies 57 (1996), pp. 500-512. 

· National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, United States Catholic Conference, 1995. (Specifically, Part Five: Issues for the Dying.) 

· Nutrition and Hydration: Moral and Pastoral Reflections by the U.S. Bishops' Committee for Pro-Life Activities, Origins, April 9, 1992, vol. 21, no. 44, pp. 705-712. 

· O’Rourke, Kevin D., OP, JCD, and deBlois, Jean, CSJ, RN, PhD, "Removing Life Support: Motivations, Obligations: An Opinion on NCCB Committee for Pro-Life Activities' Statement on Artificial Hydration and Nutrition," Health Progress, July-August 1992, pp. 20-27. 

· Vatican Declaration on Euthanasia, Origins, August 14, 1980, vol. 10, no. 10, pp. 154-157. 

Research regarding the question of withdrawing AHN  from patients in PVS, stating that no pain is inflicted, and that the patient is not "being starved to death":

· Cox, Stephen, "Is Dehydration Painful?" Ethics & Medics, September 1987, vol. 12, no. 9, pp. 1-2. 

· Hodges, M.O., and Tolle, S.W., "Tube Feeding Decisions in the Elderly," Clinics in Geriatric Medicine, 1994, vol. 10, no. 3, pp. 475-88.

